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Dear Sister:

It gives me great joy to welcome you into God's Family, and consequently, into
fellowship of SteplInFaith Ministry. Your decision to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is the
most wonderful and powerful decision you will ever make. Receiving Jesus as your personal
Savior means you have chosen to follow Him and to allow Him to direct your life. God has
promised eternal life to those who receive His Son. Eternal life does not just begin when you
die; it begins the moment you receive Christ into your life. Eternal life means heaven when you
die and a new quality of life as you live. Christ in John 10:10 calls this “abundant life.” The joy of
this abundant life is dependent upon your obedience to God and your willingness to submit to
His will. God calls you to a life of faithfulness to Him and love for Him. Let me encourage you to
always put Christ first in your life. As you do, you will know the Joy of the Christian life in all its
fullness and abundance!

Each series’ study packet includes a quick reference books-of-the-Bible listing, and an in-
depth look at each book of both the Old and New Testaments. These will help you develop your
familiarity with the books of the Bible, the author(s) of each, how to read them, and how to
apply the principles we find in the Scriptures we encounter throughout the Bible. This program
was developed to help you as you grow as a Christian. We will go over the lessons in each series
as individual elements of your participation in fellowship of the Ministry, but each lesson is
intended to be a consistent part of your life as you develop a better understanding of the
Biblical principles contained in it. Please study it, answer the questions, read the Bible daily,
pray continually, tell others about Jesus, and serve God in church. SteplInFaith Ministry has a
wide range of opportunities for interaction which we would love to see you taking partin! We
welcome new leaders, new ideas and suggestions, and of course new members! God will help
you to help others. You can bring someone to Jesus Christ just simply by living the Christian life.
Let God use the life you have now given to Him.

So that if any one is in Christ, that one is a
new creature; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new.

2 Corinthians 5:17

Founder/Instructor: Kathleen J Robertson
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Your Decision for Christ

This is the greatest decision of your life. With the same faith that you received Christ you will
follow Him daily (Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him
-Colossians 2:6 MKJV).

The Christian life is a new adventure every day, and you are to be obedient as Christ leads you
through the opportunities and problems of life.

This study program was designed by our directors to help you in not only studying the Word of
God, but also learning effective ways to apply the Word in your life!

Be like newborn babies, always thirsty for the pure spiritual milk, so that by drinking it you may
grow up and be saved. 1 Peter 2:2 GNB

When a person is truly saved, he will be hungry to know more about the Word of God. This will
only be a beginning. You will find that your interaction with the leadership and members of
SteplInFaith Ministry will help you understand the Word of God better as you participate in our
study and fellowship opportunities.

How to Grow as a Christian

As a result of receiving Christ as Savior and Lord, you have experienced a new birth and begun a
new life (But as many as received Him, He gave to them authority to become the children of
God, to those who believe on His name, who were born, not of bloods, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but were born of God. And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled
among us. And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace
and of truth. John 1:12-14 MKIJV | So that if any one is in Christ, that one is a new creature; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17 MKJV). Your
physical life did not begin as a full-grown adult, and neither will your spiritual life. When a
person is first saved, he is a spiritual life. When a person is first saved, he is a spiritual infant (I
Peter 2:2). The following suggestions should help you grow into a mature Christian.

BIBLE STUDY
» Food is essential to a person's physical strength and growth. In like manner, the Word of
God is the spiritual food that gives us spiritual strength and growth.

«» "So then, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message comes

through preaching Christ.” (Romans 10:17 GNB).

«» "But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”
(Hebrews 11:6 MKJV)

(Participating in the Bible Study program is an excellent way to grow as a Christian!)
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PRAYER

» Jesussaid. "... men ought always to pray, and not to faint" (Luke 18:1).
* If you pray, you won't faint, crumble, or give up. Your joy is dependent upon
your praying. Through prayer, you should never become discouraged!
s "Until now you have not asked for anything in my name; ask and you will receive,
so that your happiness may be complete.” (John 16:24 GNB)

» Prayer is talking to God and letting Him talk to you. If we love Him, we will find time to
pray. Plan to have a daily prayer time when you can be alone with God, read your Bible,
and pray.

(Participating in the Prayer Room and fellowship group discussions will encourage you in

your prayer life!)

FAITHFUL CHURCH ATTENDANCE
» You need the church just as much as a baby needs parents and fellowship in the home.
» You need the help found in meeting together with your Christian family. When you
surrendered to Jesus as Lord and Savior, you joined the army of Christ. No soldier can be
as effective alone as with other soldiers.
¢ "Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let
us encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is
coming nearer.” (Hebrews 10:25 GNB)
(Participating in the SteplInFaith Ministry fellowship group will help you see the importance

of the church and become more comfortable with its fellowship!)

WITNESSING

» Witnessing is sharing what you have experienced. Since you have received Christ, you
can tell others how you came to know Christ, and how it affected your life.

» A few choice Scriptures would aid you in pointing others to Christ. Your job is to witness,
not to argue or to win. A person with an experience is never at the mercy of a person
with an argument.

(Participating in SteplInFaith Ministry will encourage you to witness to others and give you

the confidence to know that you can do it!)

How To Use This Program

1. Secure an easy-to-read Bible to use along with this booklet.

2. Remember that there are no trick questions. The answers are easily found in the
Scripture reference given.

3. Read the questions in the booklet. Turn to the Scripture reference in your Bible and read
the verses carefully. Then answer the questions, thinking carefully about the answers,
and reflecting on how they affect your life and beliefs.

4. Memorize the Scripture verses suggested throughout this booklet.

5. Seek the guidance of Ministry Leaders when you do not understand. That is what they
are here for!

"Thy word have | hid in my heart, that | might not sin against Thee." (Psalms 119:11)
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Reference Tools

Reviewing the Books of the Bible

Old Testament Books (Quick Reference Tool):

VVVVVVVVVVYVYY

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth

1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
1 Kings

VVVVVVVVVVVVYVYYVYY

1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Job

Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel

New Testament Books (Quick Reference Tool):

VVVVVVVVYYVY

Matthew
Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Romans

1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians

VVVVVVVYVYYVY

Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy

2 Timothy
Titus

Philemon

In-Depth Look at the Old Testament
The Five Books: The first five books of the Bible tell the origins of the Jewish race and culture!
GENESIS — The book of Beginnings describes creation, the first rebellions against God,

7
A X4
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e
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and God’s choosing of Abraham and his offspring.

VVVVVVVVVVVVYVYY

VVVVVVVVYYVY

Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Hebrews
James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John
Jude
Revelations

EXODUS - God rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and led them to the Sanai

Desert. There, he gave Moses the laws to govern the new nation.

LEVITICUS — God set up laws for the Israelites, mostly regarding holiness and worship.
NUMBERS - Because of their rebellion and disobedience, the Israelites had to wander in

a wilderness for 40 years before entering the promised land.

DEUTERONOMY - Just before his death, Moses made three emotional farewell
speeches, recapping history and warning the Israelites against further mistakes.
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History Books: The next 12 books continue the history of the Israelites: they moved into the
land of Canaan and established a kingdom that lasted almost 500 years.

R/
L X4

R/
L X4

R/
L X4

R/
A X4

*

JOSHUA — After Moses’ death, Joshua commanded the armies that conquered much of
the territory in the promised land.

JUDGES — The new nation fell into a series of dismal failures. God raised up leaders
called “judges.”

RUTH — The story of love and loyalty between two widows shines out brightly in an
otherwise dark period.

1 SAMUEL — Samuel became a transition leader between the time of the judges and that
of the kings. He appointed Israel’s first King, Saul. After his own failure, Saul tried
violently to prevent God’s king-elect, David, from taking the throne.

2 SAMUEL - David, “a man after God’s own heart,” brought the nation together. But
after committing adultery and murder, he was haunted by family and national crises.

1 KINGS — Solomon succeeded David, with mixed success. At his death, a civil war tore
apart the nation. Successive kings were mostly bad, and the prophet Elijah had dramatic
confrontations with King Ahab.

2 KINGS — The book continues the record of the rulers of the divided kingdom. None of
the Northern kings followed God consistently, and so Israel was finally destroyed by an
invader. The South, Judah, lasted much longer, but finally Babylon conquered Judah and
deported its citizens.

1 CHRONICLES — The book opens with the most complete genealogical record in the
Bible, then adds many incidents from the life of David (often the same as those in 2
Samuel.)

2 CHRONICLES — Often paralleling the books of Kings, this book records the history of
the rulers of Judah, emphasizing the good kings.

EZRA — After being held captive in Babylon for decades, the Jews were allowed to return
to their homeland. Ezra, a priest emerged from one of the first waves of refugees.
NEHEMIAH — Nehemiah returned from the Babylonian captivity after the temple had
been rebuilt. He concentrated on restoring the protective wall around Jerusalem and
joined Ezra in leading a religious revival.

ESTHER — This story is set among captive Jews in Persia. A courageous Jewish queen
foiled a plan to exterminate her people.

Books of Poetry: AlImost one-third of the Old Testament was originally written in poetry. These

books

R/
¢

concentrate on questions about pain, God, life, and love.

JOB — The best man of his day suffered the greatest personal tragedy. The entire book
deals with the question, “Why?”

PSALMS — These prayers and hymns cover the full range of human emotion; together,
they represent a personal journal of how to relate to God. Some were also used in
public worship services.

PROVERBS — The proverbs offer advice on every imaginable area of life. The style of
wise living described here leads to a fulfilled life.

ECCLESIASTES — A life without God, “under the sun,” leads to meaninglessness and
despair, said the Teacher in a strikingly modern book.
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SONG OF SONGS — This beautiful poem celebrates romantic and physical love.

Books of the Prophets: During the years when kings ruled Israel and Judah, God spoke through
prophets. Though some prophets did predict future events, their primary role was to call God’s
people back to Him.

R/
L X4

R/
* 0‘0

o
AS

ISAIAH — The most eloquent of the prophets, Isaiah analyzed the failures of all the
nations around him and pointed to a future Messiah who would bring peace.
JEREMIAH — Jeremiah led an emotionally tortured life, yet held to his stern message. He
spoke to Judah in the last decades before Babylon destroyed the nation.
LAMENTATIONS — All Jeremiah’s warnings about Jerusalem came true, and
Lamentations records five poems of sorrow for the fallen city.

EZEKIEL — Ezekiel spoke to the Jews who were captive in Babylon. He often used
dramatic stories and “enacted parables” to make his points.

DANIEL — A captive in Babylon, Daniel rose to the office of prime minister. Despite
intense political pressure, he lives a model life of integrity and left highly symbolic
prophesies about the future.

HOSEA — By marrying a loose-living wife, Hosea lived out his message: that Israel had
committed spiritual adultery against God.

JOEL — Beginning with a recent catastrophe in Judah (a locust plague), Joel foretold
God’s judgment on Judah.

AMOS — A country boy, Amos preached to Israel at the height of its prosperity. His grim
warnings focused on materialism.

OBADIAH — Obadiah warned Edom, a nation bordering Judah.

JONAH - Jonah reluctantly went to Ninevah and found Israel’s enemies responsive to
God’s message.

MICAH — Micah exposed corruption in every level of society, but closed with a promise
of forgiveness and restoration.

NAHUM - Long after Jonah had stirred Nineveh to repentance, Nahum foretold the
mighty city’s total destruction.

HABAKKUK — Habakkuk addressed his book to God, not people. In a frank dialogue with
God, he discussed problems of suffering and justice.

ZEPHANIAH — Zephaniah focused on the coming day of the Lord, which would purge
Judah, resulting in a remnant used to bless the entire world.

HAGGAI — After returning from the Babylonian captivity, the Jews began rebuilding the
temple of God. But before long, they set aside that task to work on their own homes.
Haggai reminded them to put God first.

ZECHARIAH — Writing around the same time as Haggai, Zechariah also urged the Jews to
work on the temple. He used a more uplifting approach, describing how the temple
would point to the coming Messiah.

MALACHI — The last Old Testament prophet, Malachi faced a nation that had grown
indifferent. He sought to stir them from apathy.
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In-Depth Look at the New Testament

History Books: The word gospel means “good news.” Almost half of the New Testament
consists of four accounts of the life of Jesus and the good news He brought to earth. Each of
these four books, or Gospels, has a different audience; taken together, they give a complete
picture of Jesus’ life and teaching. About a third of their pages are devoted to the events of his
last week on earth, including the crucifixion and resurrection.

Acts continues the history into the period after Jesus left earth.

R/
A X4

X/
°e

MATTHEW — Written to a Jewish audience, this Gospel links the Old and New
Testaments. It presents Jesus as the Messiah and King promised in the Old Testament.
Matthew emphasizes Jesus’ authority and power.

MARK — Mark probably had pragmatic Roman readers in mind. His Gospel stresses
action and gives a straightforward, blow-by-blow account of Jesus’ work on earth.

LUKE — A doctor, Luke was also a fine writer. His Gospel provides many details of human
interest, especially in Jesus’ treatment of the poor and needy. A joyful tone
characterizes Luke’s book.

JOHN - John has a different, more reflective style than the other Gospels. Its author
selected seven signs that point to Jesus as the Son of God and wove together everything
else to underscore that point.

ACTS — Written by Luke, Acts tells what happened to Jesus’ followers after he left them.
Peter and Paul soon emerged as leaders of the rapidly spreading church.

The Letters: The young church was nourished by apostles who set down their beliefs and
messages in a series of letters. The first 13 such letters (Romans through Philemon) were
written by the apostle Paul, who led the advance of Christianity to non-Jewish people.

*
A X4

ROMANS — Written for a sophisticated audience, Romans sets forth theology in a
logical, organized form.

1 CORINTHIANS — A very practical book, 1 Corinthians takes up the problems of a
tumultuous church in Corinth: marriage, factions, immorality, public worship, and
lawsuits.

2 CORINTHIANS — Paul wrote this follow-up letter to defend himself against a rebellion
led by certain false apostles.

GALATIANS — A short version of the message of Romans, this book addresses legalism. It
shows how Christ came to bring freedom, not bondage to a set of laws.

PHILIPPIANS — The church at Philippi ranked among Paul’s favorites. This friendly letter
stresses that joy can be found in any situation.

COLOSSIANS — Written to oppose certain cults, Colossians tells how faith in Christ is
complete. Nothing needs to be added to what Christ did.

1 THESSALONIANS — Composed early in Paul’s ministry, this letter gives a capsule
history of one church, as well as Paul’s direct advice about specific problems.

2 THESSALONIANS — Stronger in tone than his first letter to the Thessalonians, the
sequel goes over the same topics, especially the church’s questions about Christ’s
second coming.
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** 1TIMOTHY — As Paul neared the end of his life, he chose young men such as Timothy to
carry on his work. His two letters to Timothy form a leadership manual for a young
pastor.

s 2 TIMOTHY — Written just before Paul’s death, 2 Timothy offers Paul’s final words to his
young assistant.

«» TITUS — Titus was left in Crete, a notoriously difficult place to nurture a church. Paul’s
letter gave practical advice on how to go about it.

** PHILEMON - Paul urged Philemon, owner of runaway slave Onesimus, to forgive his

slave and accept him as a brother in Christ.

Other Letters:
¢+ HEBREWS — No one knows who wrote Hebrews, but it probably first went to Christians
in danger of slipping back into Judaism. It interprets the Old Testament, explaining many
Jewish practices as symbols that prepared the way for Christ.

< JAMES — James, a man of action, emphasized the right kind of behavior for a believer.
Someone who calls himself a Christian ought to act like it, James believed, and his letter
spells out the specifics.

+* 1 PETER - Early Christians often met violent opposition, and Peter’s letter comforted
and encouraged Christians who were being persecuted for their faith.

+* 2 PETER — In contrast to Peter’s first letter, this one focused on problems that sprang up
from the inside. It warns against false teachers.

% 1JOHN - John could fill simple words — light, love, life — with deep meaning, and in this
letter, he elegantly explains basic truths about the Christian life.

% 2 JOHN - Balancing 2 John, this companion letter mentions the need to be hospitable to

true teachers.

JUDE — Jude gave a brief but fiery expose’ of heretics.

REVELATION — A book of visions and symbols, Revelation is the only New Testament

book that concentrates on prophesy. It completes the story, begun in Genesis, of the

cosmic battle between good and evil being waged on earth. It ends with a picture of a

new heaven and new earth.

e

AS

e

%
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Lesson C Session 3

Introduction to the Old Testament

>

Genesis 1: The Story of Creation

God spoke into nothing with power and authority and things began to move; things
began to take shape... the formless and dark space began to form into the world as we
know it. Light was created; plants and animals were brought into existence... then God
made man — His most prized and precious creation.

What did God do to create the heavens and the earth?

.,

+* Was He pleased with His creation?

Whose image was man created in?

.,

* What was man given dominion over?

Genesis 3: The Origin of Sin

When Adam and Even disobeyed God, they immediately became ashamed of their
bodies and wanted to hide. Ever since, human beings have been “hiding” from one
another and from God because of their iniquities. The “Fall of Man” was brought on by
susceptibility to manipulation and by their own dangerous curiosity which motivated
their actions, allowed by their free will. The pattern was woven into the design of life
from that point and continues today... until judgment.

How did the serpent deceive Eve? Did he lie to her outright?

R/

% How was Adam deceived? What can we learn from this?

When they realized the existence of good and evil in the world, what did they
immediately feel?

¢ Because of this, what were their reactions when they heard God walking in the
garden?
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How are our actions often similar to this?

3. What were the curses handed down to these three?

R/
L X4

X/
°

e
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What significance do you see in the fact that God started with the curse of the
serpent; then Eve; then Adam?

Because of the agreement in discourse about the forbidden fruit between Eve
and the serpent, God said there would be enmity between the serpent and
mankind (Eve & her seed). Can you think of examples in which you’ve seen sinful
friendships justly end in mortal feuds?

= What does this tell us?

Why did God not put enmity between the man and the woman as He did
between the woman and the serpent?

Why do you think although Eve and the serpent were both directly cursed, Adam
was not? (The GROUND was cursed for his sake!)

What was the ultimate judgment on them since they had become like God,
knowing both good and evil?

» Genesis 22: Abraham and Isaac
Abraham was tested in the most difficult way we can imagine, but was willing to
sacrifice his son for the sake of his faith and loyalty to God. Above all, Abraham was
dedicated fully to his obedience to God and trusted that God knew what was best and
had His reasons for what He had asked. Because of his obedience, God blessed Abraham
and provided for him.

1. Why did God test Abraham?

7
A X4

Did he pass or fail?
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** How are some ways you’ve been tested? Did you pass or fail? Reflect on
examples of times when you passed as well as times when you failed. What
caused each result?

¢ What have you learned from tests you’ve failed? Do you learn more from tests
that you pass or tests that you fail?

Why do you think God insisted on Isaac for the sacrifice and not Ishmael?

Abraham named the place God sent him, “The Lord Provides...” What was the reason for
this?

0,

*» Being that God is the same God today as He was in Abraham’s day, how many
times can you remember God coming through for YOU right on time, providing
your own personal “ram in the bush”?

What does verse 18 tell us about inherited favor? Do we reap the benefits of our
parents’ obedience to God? Do our children reap the benefits of our obedience to Him?

Exodus3:a2aS3Q 9yO2dzyiSNJ2A0K D2R

Moses had big doubts about his ability to lead. He resisted God, bringing up his
unworthiness (3:11) and lack of authority (3:13), his fear of the people’s distrust (4:1),
his speech difficulties (4:10), and sheer cowardice (4:13)! The remainder of Exodus
should give anyone with similar self-doubt great hope because it traces Moses’ personal
development from this fumbling start to his emergence as one of history’s most
decisive, powerful leaders.

= Moses was content in the occupation he held, and God called him out for
greatness! Think about what this says about those who learn to be content in
their circumstances!!
What did Moses notice that was odd about the “burning” bush?

What does it tell us when we see that God used a thorny bush (as opposed to a bush
that was healthy and possessed the ability to actually burn) to get Moses’ attention?

Copyright 2008 SteplinFaith Ministry | www.StepInFaith.org | Study developed by Kathleen J Robertson



14

——
| —

3. What was Moses’ response when God told him he would lead the people out of Egypt?

¢ Do you think Moses was intimidated? Frightened? Doubtful? Would YOU be?

¢ Moses found many excuses as to why he was the wrong one for the job God had
called him to do. How can you relate to his feelings in this respect?

4. What do you believe it means when we say, “The one known as | AM?” We know this
refers to God, but what does this infer or signify about Him?

4 CRITICAL THINKING: Why do you think we don’t get “God-sightings” like the
burning bush anymore?

5. When Moses asked God, “Who am [?” that he was called to do what God called him to
do, he was basically asking God the same thing we ask Him today — “But God, | am
nobody! How can | possibly do what You have called me to do?” What was God’s
response to Moses? Since God is the same God today as he was in the time of Moses,
what is God’s response to US?

6. The Egyptians thought they had complete control over the Israelites. They thought they
truly had the upper hand. God, however, was bigger than any of the Egyptians’ plans
and all of the Israelites problems. What did God promise Moses as to how He would
provide for them?

¢ Many times, our enemies think they are working against us... that their efforts
are for our destruction when in reality, God has already designed it so that their
efforts work toward our benefit! Can you think of an example where your enemy
was inadvertently working in your favor?

» Exodus 20: The Gift of the Ten Commandments
The Ten Commandments given here and in Deuteronomy 5 form a central core of
morality, a major advance from other legal codes of the day. The phrase, “Judeo-
Christian ethics” heard often in U.S. courtrooms and legislative chambers, refers to the
broad moral principles derived from the laws outlined here and in the next three books.
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1. Pride makes a god of self. Covetousness makes a god of “things” (money, possessions,
and even people). Sensuality makes a god of the body. What other simple examples can
you think of that you see all around today which go against the laws handed down to
Moses?

2. What was the reasoning Moses gave the Israelites for the fear God put into them?

3. Based on our previous studies in sessions 1 & 2, are we still bound to the law of Moses
(the 10 Commandments) for our righteousness/justification?

¢ What makes us righteous now?

0,

*» Are we still expected to obey the Ten Commandments?

4. The first tablet (4 commandments) concern our duty to GOD — man had a maker to love
before he had a neighbor!
¢ The first commandment relates to our worship of God... what are some of the
gods that the devil has deceived man into trusting before God today?

R/

+* The second commandment deals with the ordinances of worship... what are we
still forbidden to worship the true God by?

R/

#* The third commandment concerns our manner of worship... how are we to
worship God? Is it possible for us to worship Him as we break the third
commandment taking the very name we give reverence to in vain?

= NOTE: Making a profession of God’s name but not fulfilling that
profession is hypocrisy. Those who name the name of Christ but do not
turn from iniquity worship Him in vain! Swearing by God’s name falsely
calls God to witness to a LIE.

+* The fourth commandment concerns the time of worship... the Sabbath should be

a day of rest, a holy day set apart to honor God. What prevents us from following
this concept today?
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5. The second tablet (6 commandments) helps us to understand our duty to ourselves and
to one another.

s The fifth commandment concerns our relations to our parents... how are we to
treat them?

= Are there exceptions to this rule? Why or why not?

X/
°

The sixth commandment speaks to situations between ourselves and others —
that we are not to unjustly put the life of another in danger at our hands.
Keeping this in mind, explain the death penalty and matters of self defense in
theological terms. What so you think that God would say?

X/

% The seventh commandment deals with our own and our neighbor’s chastity,
which should be as dear to us as our own lives. We should be as much afraid of
that which defiles the body (makes it unclean) as we are of that which destroys
it. What is considered adultery?

= Does this only apply to those who have been bound together in
marriage?

e

» The eighth commandment concerns our own and our neighbor's tangible
things... From a moral, legal, and ethical standpoint, we know we shouldn’t take
things that don’t belong to us. However, for many people, it’s not enough for
them to know it is wrong. What does this tell us about the difference between
moral laws and spiritual laws? What is it about the convictions of the Holy Spirit
that keep us from doing things that natural laws cannot prevent us from doing?

¢ The ninth commandment concerns our own and our neighbor's good name...
Though we’re told not to bear false witness against others, we still find even
Christians lying, slandering, backbiting, tale-bearing, aggravating things that are
amiss and making them worse than they are, and even attempting to raise their
own reputation upon the ruin of someone else’s... and all of this is in common
conversation and sometimes even under oath (such as in court)! Why is it so
easy for us to do this to our sisters and brothers? What can we do to take control
of our tongues for the sake of our souls, realizing that this is not good?
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** The tenth commandment directly instructs us about ill desires towards others
driven by our desires to possess things that belong to them which will gratify
ourselves. This is that lust which Paul had not known the evil of... and so many of
us are in that same boat; not realizing how destructive these feelings are — even
so strong as to drive some to murder! How can you keep yourself clean of these
feelings when you are unable to have what someone else has?

» 1 Samuel 17: David and Goliath
Wars in ancient times were sometimes decided by “representative combat” which
meant that champions from each side would fight and the results of their combat would
determine the battle’s result. People believed the outcome of the fight was controlled
by the warriors’ gods more than by the two sides’ military strength. Saul lacked
confidence in God’s support. His terror demoralized the Israelite army. David, by
contrast, was as confident in his God as Goliath was scornful of God’s people!

1. Goliath stood over nine feet tall, taunting the Israelite army for forty days and
challenging them to find one among them who would fight him. This terrified the entire
Israelite camp. What kind of giants do you face in this manner? Can you think of
examples of situations that intimidated you and left you unable to function out of fear?

R/

<+ What was David’s instruction from his father, Jesse, when he was sent to the
camp?

2. David, the smallest and weakest of Jesse’s sons, asked the question of who this heathen
was that dared to defy the army of the living God! David ended up telling King Saul that
no one should be afraid of this Philistine soldier and that he would fight him. What was
it that gave David such courage?

R/

% What examples did David provide Saul that proved his ability and qualifications
to enter into battle with this giant?

3. Look back over your life... look at the challenges you are facing and the experiences you
have had in the past. How can you relate to David?

4. David refused to wear the armor of Saul. He could not fight in armor that was unfamiliar
to him, yet was going into battle with a 9-foot Philistine soldier carrying 125 pounds of
bronze armor. David knew that despite this fact, he had the upper hand because he
wore the spiritual armor of the Lord whom Goliath had defied. In what ways do we suit
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up with the armor of God daily? Why do we not have the courage of David?

» 2 Samuel 11: David and Bethsheba
Israelite soldiers had no sexual relations while they were preparing for battle. Uriah
refused to sleep with Bathsheba because he remembered duty before pleasure. David
found himself in a difficult position when Bathsheba became pregnant with his child
after being celibate from her husband due to the war.

1. The Scriptures tell us that Bathsheba had just finished her monthly “ritual of
purification” (her menstrual cycle) meaning that she was at her most fertile point
(ovulation). David lay with her and she became pregnant. When he found this out, he
called for her husband to try to sway him to return home to his wife in hopes that he
would lay with her and believe that the child was his. What normally happens when we
try to cover up the mistakes we make?

2. Instead of allowing their indiscretions to become public (her husband was at war and
thus had not made love to her in quite some time) David devised a scheme to have her
husband, Uriah, murdered. This is a prime example of how lies and deceit only
compound lies and deceit. What could David have done to avoid all the consequences
suffered by others on account of his adultery?

3. David took Bathsheba as his wife after she mourned her husband’s death. Was God
pleased with this union brought together by sin, lust, covetousness, deceit, and murder?

R/

** Have you noticed a pattern of the result of sinful relationships?

> 2Samuell12:b I G KIFyQa wSodzlS 2F (GKS YAy3
In this dramatic scene, Nathan brings a case before David to find his judgment... once
David makes his judgment, Nathan reveals that it is David he is talking about!

1. How many times have you passed judgment on someone else for acting in ways
equivocal to actions you have taken without realizing that you were essentially judging
yourself as well? What does this tell us?

2. What was the Lord’s curse on David because of his sins?
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s Even though we sin in secret, our punishment is often before others... what did
Nathan reveal to David about the punishment he would encounter?

» 1 Kings 18: Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
Elijah designed the contest to expose Baal, the alleged god of weather, who was often
depicted carrying a thunderbolt. Elijah doused his own altar with 12 large jars of water —
a precious commodity after three years of drought! — before calling on God. Fire from
heaven burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, the soil, and even licked up the
water in the trench! Few scenes from the Bible are more dramatic than this one... the
forces of evil and the forces of good collided head-on as a bedraggled desert prophet
singlehandedly took on a king and nearly a thousand powerful priests.

1. Elijah urged the people not to be lukewarm —to choose whether or not they wanted to
follow God. He then made an unmistakable public display of God’s glory and might.
Have you seen it take something intense such as in this situation in order to get others
or even yourself to notice — and recognize — God for who He truly is?

.,

* What happened within the people as a result of what the Lord had shown them
through Elijah?

> Job38:D2RQ& ! yagSNI (i2 W20
God is not above using sarcasm, as this barb directed at Job clearly shows. His entire
speech stressed the vast difference between a God of all creation and one puny man
like Job!

1. God asked Job, “Who are you to question my wisdom with your ignorant, empty
words?” Wow. Have you ever had a wakeup call like this that came from the Lord which
brought things back into perspective for you?

2. Canyou imagine the Lord asking you the questions He asked Job in response to his
guestioning God’s methods?

++ Can you imagine how you would have responded?

+» Based solely on God’s reproof and “taunting” of Job in chapter 38, can you
imagine how Job responded?
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» Psalm 51: A Classic Confession
Israel had a strange way to remember its heroes! David led his nation through dark
hours with courage, wisdom, and deep faith. However, David was also caught in the act
of adultery with the wife of a Hittite soldier in his own army which led him to set Uriah
(the husband) up to be murdered in the course of battle! David thought nothing of any
of this until Nathan’s rebuke; then confessed resulting in this poem. Ultimately, Israel
remembered David more for his devotion to God than for his military achievements. In
centuries to come, they looked for a “son of David” to come and save them. They
wanted a truly strong leader — one humble enough to know that God must lead the
leaders!

1. This confession, the result of David's fall, is heartfelt and provides insight to the effects
of what started as one indiscretion that no one was “supposed” to find out about —
David’s adulterous acts with Bathsheba. But, though he fell, he was not utterly cast
down, for God graciously upheld him and raised him up. How does this give us hope —
that God so lovingly forgave despite all that happened as a result of David’s actions?

.,

** Why is this so important to us?

2. How does David’s poem act as a reference for confessing our sins to God? What is so
special about this confession?

» lIsaiah 40: Words of Comfort from God
Soft, reassuring words replace the harsh warnings of Isaiah’s earlier chapters. Times of
suffering tested and refined the true people of God; suffering would lead to the
salvation of all the world.

1. Explain what it means when the Scripture tells us, “He shall feed His flock like a

shepherd; He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and
shall gently lead those with young.” (verse 11)

2. Reading Isaiah’s writing in chapter 40, what do you feel? How do his words impact you?

3. Memorize and analyze the following verse: (31) “but those who wait on Jehovah shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not
be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” What does this mean to YOU?
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» Daniel 6: Daniel and the Lions
Daniel had lost much of his Jewish heritage — even his name had been changed to a
Babylonian name (1:7). Certainly he could not worship God in the way God’s law
commanded, though sacrifices at the temple in Jerusalem. He did, however, point
himself toward the Promised Land three times a day in prayer. Not even the threat of
death could make him vary this practice.

1. Why did the supervisors and governors want to find something wrong with Daniel’s way
of administering the empire?

.,

* Why could they not find anything against him?

.,

*» What did they end up doing in order to make them able to bring accusations
against Daniel?

2. Throughout history, we notice several similarities between the life of Christ and that of
other Biblical figures who were devoted to God... Abraham was willing to sacrifice his
own son, just as God did, thus proving that his heart was pure; here, we find that David
found favor with those in charge just as Jesus had found favor with Pilate, yet neither
Pilate or King Darius found themselves able to turn away from the demands of the
crowd. Reflect on this and explain what this makes you feel. Does it seem to be
historical confirmation of a distinct pattern of destiny or just a simple example of the
similarities in the nature of humans when placed in positions of authority?

3. Why had Daniel not been harmed by the Lions?

¢+ Think about all the ways God has delivered you from the attacks of your enemies
even when it seemed as though you would surely be devoured!

+ Do you make a point to give God the glory when He works miracles in your life so
that others are encouraged to respect the God you serve?

> Amos4:At NP LIKSGQa { SNy 2| NYyAy3
With searing scornfulness, Amos paints a picture of women living in sheer luxury. These
“cows” thought only of their pleasure, not of the oppressed poor who made it possible.
Amos paints their punishment just as vividly. The brutal Assyrian armies, who later
captured Israel and took its people into exile, left monuments portraying their captives
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being dragged off with hooks in their mouths.

1. Amos starts this chapter off with an alarming greeting: “Listen to this, you women of
Samaria, who grow fat like the well-fed cows of Bashan, who mistreat the weak, oppress
the poor, and demand that your husbands keep you supplied with liquor!” | will bet this
raised many eyebrows and stepped on many toes. Do we see similarities in the times of
Amos and what we notice in society today? What would this Old Testament prophet
have likely felt had he been living in our times?

2. After reading this chapter, how alarming is it that we see the same things going on
today? God is constantly giving us countless opportunities to get it together, but we
don’t even notice His ways!

0,

+» List some examples of things you’ve witnessed or experienced that line up with
Amos’ description of what he was witnessing all around him.

3. Does it give you a better or clearer understanding of how God has remained the same,
unchanging God when you realize that the world has also been virtually unchanged in
nature since the origin of sin? Explain.

R/

+» Can you see a clear pattern of God’s love and all the ways He has tried to bring
His people back to Him?
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» Conclusion and Review
As you review the lessons from this series, keep in mind that there are many things we
may learn from the Scriptures that come from reading between the lines. As you recap,
think about the characters you have ready about as well as the authors who have
written these books. What do the context clues contained within the text tell you about
the times and about the people and what do these insights reveal to you about our own
times and the people you encounter everyday... and ultimately about God Himself, from
whom all of creation came?

= Upon completing this series, keep what you have learned in your heart. Knowing
the history of man reveals even more to us about the very nature of God and
realizing personal things about His character as shown by the way He responds
to, provides for, and protects His children opens our eyes to many things we can
learn about ourselves and about our walk with Him.

Lord, | thank You for bringing us through yet another wonderfully enlightening,
enriching, and edifying study session — one in which we developed a richer and deeper
understanding of Your Word... the Word of the LIVING GOD and all of the mighty and
wonderful things You have done in the lives of Your people, always loving us and never
giving up... constantly giving us opportunities to come back Home and be reconciled to
You. Father God, | thank You and | praise and rejoice in Jesus’ name. Amen!
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