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To My Family in Christ:

It gives me great joy to welcome you into God's Family, and consequently, into
fellowship of SteplInFaith Ministry. Your decision to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is the
most wonderful and powerful decision you will ever make. Receiving Jesus as your personal
Savior means you have chosen to follow Him and to allow Him to direct your life. God has
promised eternal life to those who receive His Son. Eternal life does not just begin when you
die; it begins the moment you receive Christ into your life. Eternal life means heaven when you
die and a new quality of life as you live. Christ in John 10:10 calls this “abundant life.” The joy of
this abundant life is dependent upon your obedience to God and your willingness to submit to
His will. God calls you to a life of faithfulness to Him and love for Him. Let me encourage you to
always put Christ first in your life. As you do, you will know the Joy of the Christian life in all its
fullness and abundance!

Each series’ study packet includes a quick reference books-of-the-Bible listing, and an in-
depth look at each book of both the Old and New Testaments. These will help you develop your
familiarity with the books of the Bible, the author(s) of each, how to read them, and how to
apply the principles we find in the Scriptures we encounter throughout the Bible. This program
was developed to help you as you grow as a Christian. We will go over the lessons in each series
as individual elements of your participation in fellowship of the Ministry, but each lesson is
intended to be a consistent part of your life as you develop a better understanding of the
Biblical principles contained in it. Please study it, answer the questions, read the Bible daily,
pray continually, tell others about Jesus, and serve God in church. SteplInFaith Ministry has a
wide range of opportunities for interaction which we would love to see you taking partin! We
welcome new leaders, new ideas and suggestions, and of course new members! God will help
you to help others. You can bring someone to Jesus Christ just simply by living the Christian life.
Let God use the life you have now given to Him.

So that if any one is in Christ, that one is a
new creature; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new.

2 Corinthians 5:17

Founder/Instructor: Kathleen J Robertson
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Your Decision for Christ

This is the greatest decision of your life. With the same faith that you received Christ you will
follow Him daily (Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him
-Colossians 2:6 MKJV).

The Christian life is a new adventure every day, and you are to be obedient as Christ leads you
through the opportunities and problems of life.

This study program was designed by our directors to help you in not only studying the Word of
God, but also learning effective ways to apply the Word in your life!

Be like newborn babies, always thirsty for the pure spiritual milk, so that by drinking it you may
grow up and be saved. 1 Peter 2:2 GNB

When a person is truly saved, he will be hungry to know more about the Word of God. This will
only be a beginning. You will find that your interaction with the leadership and members of
SteplInFaith Ministry will help you understand the Word of God better as you participate in our
study and fellowship opportunities.

How to Grow as a Christian

As a result of receiving Christ as Savior and Lord, you have experienced a new birth and begun a
new life (But as many as received Him, He gave to them authority to become the children of
God, to those who believe on His name, who were born, not of bloods, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but were born of God. And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled
among us. And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace
and of truth. John 1:12-14 MKIV | So that if any one is in Christ, that one is a new creature; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17 MKJV). Your
physical life did not begin as a full-grown adult, and neither will your spiritual life. When a
person is first saved, he is a spiritual life. When a person is first saved, he is a spiritual infant (I
Peter 2:2). The following suggestions should help you grow into a mature Christian.

BIBLE STUDY
» Food is essential to a person's physical strength and growth. In like manner, the Word of
God is the spiritual food that gives us spiritual strength and growth.

«» "So then, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message comes

through preaching Christ.” (Romans 10:17 GNB).

«» "But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”
(Hebrews 11:6 MKJV)

(Participating in the Bible Study program is an excellent way to grow as a Christian!)
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PRAYER

» Jesussaid. "... men ought always to pray, and not to faint" (Luke 18:1).
* If you pray, you won't faint, crumble, or give up. Your joy is dependent upon
your praying. Through prayer, you should never become discouraged!
s "Until now you have not asked for anything in my name; ask and you will receive,
so that your happiness may be complete.” (John 16:24 GNB)

» Prayer is talking to God and letting Him talk to you. If we love Him, we will find time to
pray. Plan to have a daily prayer time when you can be alone with God, read your Bible,
and pray.

(Participating in the Prayer Room and fellowship group discussions will encourage you in

your prayer life!)

FAITHFUL CHURCH ATTENDANCE
» You need the church just as much as a baby needs parents and fellowship in the home.
» You need the help found in meeting together with your Christian family. When you
surrendered to Jesus as Lord and Savior, you joined the army of Christ. No soldier can be
as effective alone as with other soldiers.
¢ "Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let
us encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is
coming nearer.” (Hebrews 10:25 GNB)
(Participating in the SteplInFaith Ministry fellowship group will help you see the importance

of the church and become more comfortable with its fellowship!)

WITNESSING

» Witnessing is sharing what you have experienced. Since you have received Christ, you
can tell others how you came to know Christ, and how it affected your life.

» A few choice Scriptures would aid you in pointing others to Christ. Your job is to witness,
not to argue or to win. A person with an experience is never at the mercy of a person
with an argument.

(Participating in SteplInFaith Ministry will encourage you to witness to others and give you

the confidence to know that you can do it!)

How To Use This Program

1. Secure an easy-to-read Bible to use along with this booklet.

2. Remember that there are no trick questions. Everyone’s answers will vary based on your
experience, interpretation, and application.

3. Read the questions in the booklet. Turn to the Scripture reference in your Bible and read
the verses carefully. Then answer the questions, thinking carefully about the answers,
and reflecting on how they affect your life and beliefs.

4. Memorize the Scripture verses suggested throughout this booklet.

5. Seek the guidance of Ministry Leaders when you do not understand. That is what they
are here for!

"Thy word have | hid in my heart, that | might not sin against Thee." (Psalms 119:11)
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Reference Tools

Reviewing the Books of the Bible

Old Testament Books (Quick Reference Tool):

VVVVVVVVVVYVYY

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth

1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
1 Kings

VVVVVVVVVVVVYVYYVYY

1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Job

Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel

New Testament Books (Quick Reference Tool):

VVVVVVVVYYVY

Matthew
Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Romans

1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians

VVVVVVVYVYYVY

Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy

2 Timothy
Titus

Philemon

In-Depth Look at the Old Testament
The Five Books: The first five books of the Bible tell the origins of the Jewish race and culture!
GENESIS — The book of Beginnings describes creation, the first rebellions against God,

7
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and God’s choosing of Abraham and his offspring.

VVVVVVVVVVVVYVYY

VVVVVVVVYYVY

Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Hebrews
James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John
Jude
Revelations

EXODUS - God rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and led them to the Sanai

Desert. There, he gave Moses the laws to govern the new nation.

LEVITICUS — God set up laws for the Israelites, mostly regarding holiness and worship.
NUMBERS - Because of their rebellion and disobedience, the Israelites had to wander in

a wilderness for 40 years before entering the promised land.

DEUTERONOMY - Just before his death, Moses made three emotional farewell
speeches, recapping history and warning the Israelites against further mistakes.
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History Books: The next 12 books continue the history of the Israelites: they moved into the
land of Canaan and established a kingdom that lasted almost 500 years.

R/
L X4
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R/
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R/
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JOSHUA — After Moses’ death, Joshua commanded the armies that conquered much of
the territory in the promised land.

JUDGES — The new nation fell into a series of dismal failures. God raised up leaders
called “judges.”

RUTH — The story of love and loyalty between two widows shines out brightly in an
otherwise dark period.

1 SAMUEL — Samuel became a transition leader between the time of the judges and that
of the kings. He appointed Israel’s first King, Saul. After his own failure, Saul tried
violently to prevent God’s king-elect, David, from taking the throne.

2 SAMUEL - David, “a man after God’s own heart,” brought the nation together. But
after committing adultery and murder, he was haunted by family and national crises.

1 KINGS — Solomon succeeded David, with mixed success. At his death, a civil war tore
apart the nation. Successive kings were mostly bad, and the prophet Elijah had dramatic
confrontations with King Ahab.

2 KINGS — The book continues the record of the rulers of the divided kingdom. None of
the Northern kings followed God consistently, and so Israel was finally destroyed by an
invader. The South, Judah, lasted much longer, but finally Babylon conquered Judah and
deported its citizens.

1 CHRONICLES — The book opens with the most complete genealogical record in the
Bible, then adds many incidents from the life of David (often the same as those in 2
Samuel.)

2 CHRONICLES — Often paralleling the books of Kings, this book records the history of
the rulers of Judah, emphasizing the good kings.

EZRA — After being held captive in Babylon for decades, the Jews were allowed to return
to their homeland. Ezra, a priest emerged from one of the first waves of refugees.
NEHEMIAH — Nehemiah returned from the Babylonian captivity after the temple had
been rebuilt. He concentrated on restoring the protective wall around Jerusalem and
joined Ezra in leading a religious revival.

ESTHER — This story is set among captive Jews in Persia. A courageous Jewish queen
foiled a plan to exterminate her people.

Books of Poetry: AlImost one-third of the Old Testament was originally written in poetry. These

books

R/
¢

concentrate on questions about pain, God, life, and love.

JOB — The best man of his day suffered the greatest personal tragedy. The entire book
deals with the question, “Why?”

PSALMS — These prayers and hymns cover the full range of human emotion; together,
they represent a personal journal of how to relate to God. Some were also used in
public worship services.

PROVERBS — The proverbs offer advice on every imaginable area of life. The style of
wise living described here leads to a fulfilled life.

ECCLESIASTES — A life without God, “under the sun,” leads to meaninglessness and
despair, said the Teacher in a strikingly modern book.
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SONG OF SONGS — This beautiful poem celebrates romantic and physical love.

Books of the Prophets: During the years when kings ruled Israel and Judah, God spoke through
prophets. Though some prophets did predict future events, their primary role was to call God’s
people back to Him.

R/
L X4

R/
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o
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ISAIAH — The most eloquent of the prophets, Isaiah analyzed the failures of all the
nations around him and pointed to a future Messiah who would bring peace.
JEREMIAH — Jeremiah led an emotionally tortured life, yet held to his stern message. He
spoke to Judah in the last decades before Babylon destroyed the nation.
LAMENTATIONS — All Jeremiah’s warnings about Jerusalem came true, and
Lamentations records five poems of sorrow for the fallen city.

EZEKIEL — Ezekiel spoke to the Jews who were captive in Babylon. He often used
dramatic stories and “enacted parables” to make his points.

DANIEL — A captive in Babylon, Daniel rose to the office of prime minister. Despite
intense political pressure, he lives a model life of integrity and left highly symbolic
prophesies about the future.

HOSEA — By marrying a loose-living wife, Hosea lived out his message: that Israel had
committed spiritual adultery against God.

JOEL — Beginning with a recent catastrophe in Judah (a locust plague), Joel foretold
God’s judgment on Judah.

AMOS — A country boy, Amos preached to Israel at the height of its prosperity. His grim
warnings focused on materialism.

OBADIAH — Obadiah warned Edom, a nation bordering Judah.

JONAH - Jonah reluctantly went to Ninevah and found Israel’s enemies responsive to
God’s message.

MICAH — Micah exposed corruption in every level of society, but closed with a promise
of forgiveness and restoration.

NAHUM - Long after Jonah had stirred Nineveh to repentance, Nahum foretold the
mighty city’s total destruction.

HABAKKUK — Habakkuk addressed his book to God, not people. In a frank dialogue with
God, he discussed problems of suffering and justice.

ZEPHANIAH - Zephaniah focused on the coming day of the Lord, which would purge
Judah, resulting in a remnant used to bless the entire world.

HAGGAI — After returning from the Babylonian captivity, the Jews began rebuilding the
temple of God. But before long, they set aside that task to work on their own homes.
Haggai reminded them to put God first.

ZECHARIAH — Writing around the same time as Haggai, Zechariah also urged the Jews to
work on the temple. He used a more uplifting approach, describing how the temple
would point to the coming Messiah.

MALACHI — The last Old Testament prophet, Malachi faced a nation that had grown
indifferent. He sought to stir them from apathy.

Copyright 2008 SteplinFaith Ministry | www.StepInFaith.org | Study developed by Kathleen J Robertson



In-Depth Look at the New Testament

History Books: The word gospel means “good news.” Almost half of the New Testament
consists of four accounts of the life of Jesus and the good news He brought to earth. Each of
these four books, or Gospels, has a different audience; taken together, they give a complete
picture of Jesus’ life and teaching. About a third of their pages are devoted to the events of his
last week on earth, including the crucifixion and resurrection.

Acts continues the history into the period after Jesus left earth.

R/
A X4

X/
°e

MATTHEW — Written to a Jewish audience, this Gospel links the Old and New
Testaments. It presents Jesus as the Messiah and King promised in the Old Testament.
Matthew emphasizes Jesus’ authority and power.

MARK — Mark probably had pragmatic Roman readers in mind. His Gospel stresses
action and gives a straightforward, blow-by-blow account of Jesus’ work on earth.

LUKE — A doctor, Luke was also a fine writer. His Gospel provides many details of human
interest, especially in Jesus’ treatment of the poor and needy. A joyful tone
characterizes Luke’s book.

JOHN - John has a different, more reflective style than the other Gospels. Its author
selected seven signs that point to Jesus as the Son of God and wove together everything
else to underscore that point.

ACTS — Written by Luke, Acts tells what happened to Jesus’ followers after he left them.
Peter and Paul soon emerged as leaders of the rapidly spreading church.

The Letters: The young church was nourished by apostles who set down their beliefs and
messages in a series of letters. The first 13 such letters (Romans through Philemon) were
written by the apostle Paul, who led the advance of Christianity to non-Jewish people.

*
A X4

ROMANS — Written for a sophisticated audience, Romans sets forth theology in a
logical, organized form.

1 CORINTHIANS — A very practical book, 1 Corinthians takes up the problems of a
tumultuous church in Corinth: marriage, factions, immorality, public worship, and
lawsuits.

2 CORINTHIANS — Paul wrote this follow-up letter to defend himself against a rebellion
led by certain false apostles.

GALATIANS — A short version of the message of Romans, this book addresses legalism. It
shows how Christ came to bring freedom, not bondage to a set of laws.

PHILIPPIANS — The church at Philippi ranked among Paul’s favorites. This friendly letter
stresses that joy can be found in any situation.

COLOSSIANS — Written to oppose certain cults, Colossians tells how faith in Christ is
complete. Nothing needs to be added to what Christ did.

1 THESSALONIANS — Composed early in Paul’s ministry, this letter gives a capsule
history of one church, as well as Paul’s direct advice about specific problems.

2 THESSALONIANS — Stronger in tone than his first letter to the Thessalonians, the
sequel goes over the same topics, especially the church’s questions about Christ’s
second coming.
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** 1TIMOTHY — As Paul neared the end of his life, he chose young men such as Timothy to
carry on his work. His two letters to Timothy form a leadership manual for a young
pastor.

s 2 TIMOTHY — Written just before Paul’s death, 2 Timothy offers Paul’s final words to his
young assistant.

«» TITUS — Titus was left in Crete, a notoriously difficult place to nurture a church. Paul’s
letter gave practical advice on how to go about it.

** PHILEMON - Paul urged Philemon, owner of runaway slave Onesimus, to forgive his

slave and accept him as a brother in Christ.

Other Letters:
¢ HEBREWS — No one knows who wrote Hebrews, but it probably first went to Christians
in danger of slipping back into Judaism. It interprets the Old Testament, explaining many
Jewish practices as symbols that prepared the way for Christ.

< JAMES — James, a man of action, emphasized the right kind of behavior for a believer.
Someone who calls himself a Christian ought to act like it, James believed, and his letter
spells out the specifics.

«* 1 PETER - Early Christians often met violent opposition, and Peter’s letter comforted
and encouraged Christians who were being persecuted for their faith.

+* 2 PETER — In contrast to Peter’s first letter, this one focused on problems that sprang up
from the inside. It warns against false teachers.

% 1JOHN - John could fill simple words — light, love, life — with deep meaning, and in this
letter, he elegantly explains basic truths about the Christian life.

% 2 JOHN - Balancing 2 John, this companion letter mentions the need to be hospitable to

true teachers.

JUDE — Jude gave a brief but fiery expose’ of heretics.

REVELATION — A book of visions and symbols, Revelation is the only New Testament

book that concentrates on prophesy. It completes the story, begun in Genesis, of the

cosmic battle between good and evil being waged on earth. It ends with a picture of a

new heaven and new earth.

e

AS

e

%
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Lesson C Session 4

Salvation: Becoming a Christian

>

Genesis 3: The First Sin Creates a Need
We covered Genesis 3 during the previous session as we studied the origin of sin. Here,
we will examine the Scriptures in correlation to the need created by the fall of man.

What did Adam and Eve’s desire to eat the forbidden fruit stem from curiosity of?

¢ How can we prevent ourselves from being overcome by wondering if we are
missing out on something by obeying God’s instruction?

What effect did their sin have on how they related to God? (What was their connection
before they sinned and how did that change as a result of their sin?)

What did their sin create a need for?

®,

% Who fulfilled that need?

Isaiah 52: Salvation Prophesied

Isaiah’s message was that a coming Messiah would save people from their sins. This
chapter focuses largely on the freedom and the joy that comes from carrying the good
news, as well as the salvation to come to those who accept and receive it. Isaiah gives
an introduction of the Messiah as the suffering servant (verses 13-15).

Define exile.

R/

+* Isaiah prophesies 150 years before Judah'’s exile that they would be returned
home. Israel’s exile to Assyria ended with Israel’s destruction. Yet, in Isaiah 52:1-
2 Isaiah says Jerusalem will not be defiled again and that they will be freed. Why
do you believe God allowed Israel and Judah to be taken over by Assyria and
Babylon?

+* What would be God’s purpose in returning Judah home to the land of Israel?
(see verse 7)
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2. What does it say to you that God inspired Isaiah to give His people hope even before
there was a problem? Why would God promise their return from exile as they were
practicing idolatry and other sins against Him?

3. lIsaiah says in verse 15, “For what they were not told, they will see; and what they have
not heard, they will understand.” Taking into consideration verses 13-15 in their
entirety, explain this phrase in your own words.

0,

«» LIFE APPLICATION: Why do you believe the Messiah was to come as a suffering
servant rather than, perhaps, a triumphant army general?

» Isaiah 53: The Role of the Suffering Servant
Isaiah’s prophetic words paint the picture of the lonely figure who will pay the price for
many sinners to be reconciled to God, undoing the condemning effects of man’s original
downfall.

1. Verses 2-3 provide a description of the one who was to come to carry the punishment
for our iniquities. What significance does it have that the Messiah as Isaiah predicted
would be unattractive, undesirable, and despised?

R/

< Why could God’s suffering servant not be liked and admired among men?

2. What do you notice in examining Isaiah’s Messianic prophesies and the actual
occurrences in the New Testament by comparing the following Scriptures?

Isaiah 53:3 and John 1:11

Isaiah 53:5 and Romans 5:6, 8

Isaiah 53:7 and Mark 15:4-5

Isaiah 53:9 and Matthew 27:57-60

Isaiah 53:12 and Mark 15:27-28

e
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3. The end of verse 12 tells us that, “he bore the sin of many and made intercession for the
transgressors.” Define :
% Bore:

+* |Intercession:

% Transgressor:

X/
°e

Given the full definition of each of these words, explain what the prophesies
pertaining to the Messiah (“suffering servant”) mean as applied to what we know of
the true Messiah, Jesus Christ?

> Luke15:¢ KNBS {(i2NRSa ! 02dzi D2RQa [20S
Using simple images, Jesus expresses profound truths in ways that captivate His
audience. The three stories in chapter 15 of Luke’s Gospel stir up feelings for the lost —
and for the loser. Jesus’ parables tug at our feelings as He puts situations in perspective
as they are applicable in our lives.

1. Explain the one theological meaning behind the three parables in chapter 15.

2. Many of us have experienced times in our lives where we turned from God because we
were comfortable in our ability to care for ourselves. Like the son in verses 13-16, often
we realize as he finally did in verse 17 that it is in our best interest to return to our
Father, ask forgiveness, and receive His blessings of provision. What kind of trouble can
we get into by trusting our own provision over what God can — and has — provided?

¢ What do we notice about what eventually happens to our own riches?

«* How is this different from God’s riches?

3. The older brother was angry, refusing to rejoice in the homecoming of his younger
brother due to jealousy and resentment. Examining his unforgiving heart, which brother
was truly the “lost” one in the end?
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» John 3: Jesus Explains Being Born Again
In Series 1 of our Bible study, we covered John 3 as we studied the conversation
between Jesus and Nicodemus. Here, we review John 3 in reference to His teachings on
what it means to truly be born again.

1. “Born again” is a Scriptural term referring to God’s work of regeneration by which He
imparts new spiritual life to us. Does this mean we find it easier not to sin? Why or why
not?

2. Verse 8 says that the work of the Holy Spirit is like the blowing of the wind. Read the
Scripture in full and explain the likeness being made between the two.

3. Read Ezekiel 36:26-27. Ezekiel is a prophetic book, meaning that he predicted and wrote
about evens that were yet to happen. The Holy Spirit was sent to dwell within us at
Pentecost (Acts 2) just as Jesus promised in John 14 (which we also studied during Series
1). In reading John 3:34, with the understanding you have of the role of the Holy Spirit,
does the Spirit have any effect on us being born again? If so, explain.

4. According to John 3:16, what must we do in order to be born again?

s John 3:36 is the “flip side” of John 3:16. What is John saying here?

» John 10: The Good Shepherd
Shepherds in Jesus’ day walked ahead of the sheep, calling them to follow — the sheep
would only respond to a familiar voice. In claiming to be the good shepherd, Jesus is
asserting his leadership over a flock He is willing to die for.

1. What does Jesus infer about those who do not recognize His voice and consider Him a

stranger in verse 5?

2. Verse 18 is a very powerful statement made by Jesus. After having told them in verse 17
that He will lay down his life, he says, “No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my
own accord.” What was Jesus saying?

3. When the people charged Jesus with blasphemy, what did He respond with (verses 34-
35)?
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¢ What does this tell us about how we should respond in our own struggles with
opposition?

4. Do our words have any power? Do you find that you forget the authority in God’s Word
and the promise He made that He will fight your battles?

¢+ How can you condition yourself to use the Word of God as your defense rather
than your own empty and powerless words?

5. What similarities do we recognize between God’s reference to Himself in the Old
Testament as our shepherd and Jesus’ New Testament references to Himself as the
same?

.,

«» LIFE APPLICATION: Being that we strive to be like Jesus, what have you sacrificed
(or what do you sacrifice) for the sake of someone else?

» Acts 8: Conversions Spread Outside the Jewish Community
Despite intensely increasing Christian persecution, the Gospel message spread like
wildfire. It seemed as though fierce persecution only helped it spread! As Christians
were scattered due to imprisonment, they preached the Word wherever they went,
thus converting outside of what had begun as a Jewish sect.

1. Many Christians still face extreme persecution — even the risk of death — just for
proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. If you had to suffer through that type of threat, what
would happen to your faith?

2. Simon had practiced sorcery for quite a while, convincing the people of Samaria that he
had divine power and they followed him as a result of their amazement. Even after he
was baptized, he offered John and Peter money if they would give him the ability to lay
hands on people so that they would receive the Holy Spirit (he coveted the power to
convey the gift of the Spirit). What was Peter’s response?

+* Why do you think Simon wanted this ability?
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3. Verses 26-35 illustrate how God will call us away from even our greatest spiritual
successes for the sake of reaching just ONE! Eunuchs were barred from the temple, but
God knew that this foreigner was ready to receive the Good News about Jesus. How
does this make you feel to know that YOU as an individual are more important than the
entire crowd; that God will direct His people to reach even just ONE right in the perfect
time when they are open and ready to receive Him?

» Acts 26: Paul Testifies of His Conversion Before a King
In Series 2, you became familiar with Acts 26 as we studied a general overview of the life
and teachings of Paul. Here, we will examine Paul’s testimony in more analytical depth,
revealing how his testimony applies to us as well as what his experiences reveal about
God’s plan and dealings in the lives of those who heed His call!

1. Paul begins by respectfully addressing the king and then provides a background of his
life — emphasizing his previous position as a Pharisee in the strictest sect of the Jewish
religion. What did Paul say was the reason he was on trial before the king?

2. Have you ever faced opposition because of your faith?

R/

+* What can you learn from Paul’s response and testimony?

3. As Paul described his experience on his journey to Damascus, he revealed that Jesus
appointed him as a witness, promising to rescue him from his own people and from the
Gentiles. Through all of Paul’s trials and obstacles he faced up to that point, which we
learned about in Series 2, had Jesus kept His promise of safekeeping?

4. When Paul’s testimony before the council was complete, what was said of him in their
judgment?

¢ Why could they not set him free?

> Romans3:D2 RQa t NPGBA&AAZ2Y TFT2NJ {AYy
Paul introduces the cure for a universal sickness (sin) as being God’s AMAZING grace! In
this letter to the church at Rome, Paul seeks not only to introduce the remedy but also
to encourage the realization of the spiritual illness so that they are moved to seek the
cure.
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1. What does it mean when Paul says, “Let God be true, and every man a liar.”?

2. Why did Paul declare that no one was righteous?

¢ What is the purpose of the law in our lives?

3. As he continues, Paul explains that there is a righteousness from God which is apart
from the law. What does he suggest this righteousness comes through (as a result of)?

0,

*» Does our faith nullify the law?

» Romans 5: Peace with God
Paul expresses that since we have been justified through our faith, peace and grace
follow! Now, we should rejoice not only in our hope of the glory of God, but also in our
sufferings because it is through them that God is able build within us the characteristics
that give us the potential to HOPE in Him... and it is through that hope that God pours
out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.

1. What does Paul suggest that our suffering produces within us?

2. Verse 10 presents a very powerful point: since God loved us so much that He gave His
only son for us even while we were separated from Him and made enemies with Him
due to our sin, imagine how much more He wills to save us now that we have been
reconciled to Him through Christ’s blood! Reflect on this and let yourself contemplate
what exactly this means to you. Can you imagine anyone else ever loving you the way
God has?

¢ Realizing how much God has done for us and how much He loves us, ask yourself
the following questions:
9 Do I really give God the time and the reverence and the honor He
deserves?

9 Do | praise and worship Him as | should?

9 Do | realize that | owe Him myself completely?

Copyright 2008 SteplinFaith Ministry | www.StepInFaith.org | Study developed by Kathleen J Robertson



18

——
| —

* Based on your answers, what can you do to change your habits in order to be
more dedicated to your time with God and more devoted to your relationship
with Him?

3. Paul says, “For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made
sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made
righteous.” (verse 19) Through the sin of Adam, we were condemned to death; but
through the sacrifice of Jesus, we are gifted with the precious promise of LIFE! Notice
how God patterns His plan, proving what Paul wrote in Romans 8:28 to be true, “And we
know that in ALL things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.” God turned the pattern meant for our destruction into
a pattern meant for our redemption!

» Galatians 3: Salvation Unavailable by Obeying the Law
LEGALISM: Can we DO anything to make God love us more? Paul begins this chapter by
addressing the Galatians with a heated anger saying, “You FOOLISH Galatians!” He is
extremely upset because the church at Galatia has turned to legalism — becoming
obsessed with observing the law rather than living by faith. Paul chastised them,
expressing how ridiculous it would be for them to embrace the very thing that
condemned them to deal — the very thing Jesus died to deliver us from being bound to!
Salvation by works led us all into damnation, yet here these Galatians were attempting
to shackle the church with Jewish legalism... again!

1. Scripture tells us that all who rely on observing the law are under a curse. Does this
mean we are not expected to follow the law if we have faith in Christ?

R/

** What should motivate us to be obedient?

s Are we ever justified by our works (obedience) alone? In other words, can our
obedience save us?

2. What was the intended purpose of the law according to Paul (see verse 24)?

3. Martin Luther was quoted saying that the book of Galatians “proclaims that God has
freely given His love to us with no strings attached.” What do you believe he meant by
this?
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4. Memorize Galatians 3:29 (NIV): IF YOU BELONG TO CHRIST, THEN YOU ARE ABRAHAM’S
SEED, AND HEIRS ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE!” What significance does this hold for
you?

» Ephesians 2: New Life In Christ
Despite being written during a period of Paul’s imprisonment, the book of Ephesians is
full of GOOD NEWS and hopeful encouragement. Chapter 2 illustrates that we are made
alive in Christ and we are made “one” in Christ!

1. What do you find most encouraging about the message Paul presents in Ephesians 2?
2. Why do you think Paul was so focused on stressing the Gospel of Grace, emphasizing

the importance of our faith over the importance of our works yet still associating our
works to our faith?

3. Explain the meaning behind verse 22 in your own words, giving a practical personal life
application of what Paul was saying here.

» 1 Peter 1: Future Rewards of Salvation
What advice would you give Christians who are enduring persecution, opposition, or
suffering trials? Peter took up this challenge, saying that suffering should not catch us
off guard because we are strangers in a hostile world and suffering is an expected part
of sincere faith.

1. Peter addresses his letter to “God’s elect, strangers in the world... chosen according to...

the sanctifying work of the Spirit.” Why does Peter insist we are strangers in this world?

2. What does verse 7 mean when it says that our trials come so that our faith may be
proven to be genuine, resulting in praise, glory, and honor?

3. As obedient children, what are we NOT to conform to according to Peter?

+»* Read verses 18-19. How does what you find there relate to verses 23-24?
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» 2 Peter 1: Making Your Salvation Sure
According to this chapter, the greatest dangers to the church come from within itself.
Just like we see today, despite Jesus’ prayer that all believers would be one as He and
the Father are one, the people of the church in Peter’s day had splintered into various
groups — followers of Paul, followers of Paul’s rivals, legalists, Judaizers, doomsayers,
etc. Much like the many groups we notice today which divide the church, these groups
would focus on a minor doctrinal issue and waste energy on meaningless debate.

1. According to Peter, what is it that makes it possible for us to escape the corruption in
the world caused by evil desires?

0,

%+ List the qualities that keep us from being ineffective and unproductive spiritually.

2. Peter urges his readers to be eager to make their calling and election SURE. He is not
speaking to a group unknowledgeable about the Kingdom — he is speaking to Christians
who are ‘firmly established in the truth’ that they have. Why did Peter see it necessary
to give them all of these reminders?

0,

+* As Christians today, do you believe that we lack in providing encouraging
reminders to one another? Explain your perspective.

3. Peter spoke from first-hand knowledge; his testimony of Christ came from personal
experience. Read verses 16-18. How does this impact your perception in contrast to the
fore-warnings of the prophets or the teachings of those who were called, converted,
and commissioned by Christ after His ascension, such as Paul?
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» Conclusion and Review
Reflecting on the lessons presented throughout this series, continue for God to reveal
things to you; to guide you in your study and to provide you with personal
understanding which is applicable to the specific situations that you face in your life. As
you recap, focus on how the details contained within the text relate to experiences that
you have had... try to visualize what may have been going on, how the authors of the
books we’ve covered felt as they wrote, taught, preached, or spoke. What do the
insights that have been revealed through the study tell you about our own times and the
people you encounter everyday... and ultimately about God Himself, from whom all of
creation came?

= Upon completing this series, keep what you have learned in your heart.
Understanding what God’s Word tells us — and promises us — about our salvation
reveals even more to us about the very nature of God. Understanding His nature
helps us to be confident and gain assurance in the Spirit through the way He
responds to, provides for, and protects His children. God opens our eyes to many
things we can learn about ourselves and about our walk with Him, but we first
have to take initiative to know His Word; otherwise, how can we follow His
instruction or be sure that it is His voice that we hear? Knowledge of the TRUTH
comes only through studying and understanding Scripture and is the only way
we can protect ourselves from being deceived.

Father, You are so awesome and faithful to keep Your promises! Lord God, there are so many
things we face, but Your Word gives us hope through the testimony of those whose pens were
inspired by Your Spirit. Lord, | am so thankful that You have called me into Your service; that
You have forgiven me of my sins... that Christ made the sacrifice to atone for my sins and paid
the debt incurred by the wickedness of my past. Father God, | am thankful that You continue to
love me in spite of myself —in spite of all the ways | fall short of Your glory. Lord God, | am
humbled that You hear my prayers though | do not deserve to be in Your presence. | give You
reverence and | glorify Your name because of the wonderful God that You are.

Father God, Your Word tells me that Your power is made perfect in my weaknesses; that Your
grace is sufficient for me. Lord God, despite my troubles and my struggles and all of the
hardships | may endure, | know that You will protect me and comfort me... and | know that You
will make me strong when | am weak; that You are always in control and working everything
out for my benefit because | love You and seek Your face and desire nothing more than to be
obedient to You because of the faith that | have in Jesus Christ... in the redemptive power of His
blood to justify , purify, and redeem me. | pray in Jesus’ name for You to touch Your children,
Lord, who are in need — spiritually, physically, financially, emotionally... Lord God, You know
their needs and are able to supply them in abundance. | thank You and | praise You through the
preciously perfect name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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